it

tions

rsight
st no

 this

pro-

and
stra-
dim:

yent
es, &

izes

ial

WWW.SLTRIB.COM

Sunday, Jun. 9, 2024 AS

UTAH PRIMARY »

3 vie to be GOP attorney general nomin

o ¥

By ROBERT GERHKE

After a decade in office, Attorney
General Sean Reyes announced in
December he would not seek reelec-
tion in 2024, creating an opportuni-
ty for Republicans to enter the race
— and four of them did. One was elim-
inated at the GOP's state convention,

leaving three on the ballot for the
June 25 primary: Rachel Terry, wi
is the director of the Utah Division
of Risk Management; former GOP
Chairman and state legislator Der-
ek Brown; and attorney Frank Mylar.

The er of the Republican
June 25 primary will face Demo-
cratic nominee Rudy Bautista, Lib-
ertarian candidate W. Andrew Mc-
Cullough, unaffiliated candidate
Austin Hepworth, and United Utah
Party candidate Michelle Quist in the
November general election.

The Salt Lake Tribune submitted
the same set of questions to each can-
didate asking about issues readers
said were important to Utah. Their
questions and nnm\-n llnl appear
below — with the listed

JUN

Derek Brown » Former Republican
Party chair and legislator

the attorney general's office litigat-
ing some of the most significant cas-

in alphabe! lu—1| nnirf — may have
been edited stightly for kength, style
orgrammes:

Question #1 » Utah's last three
attomeys

Derek Brown » | have great faith
in the value that the attorney gen-
eral’s oftice provides our state and
the depth of knowledge of the attor-
neys, staff and investigators. The of-
fice needs robust resources, greater
transparency and active manage-
ment to ensure that the citizens of
Utah trust the office and the attor-
ney general.

1 will ensure that there is trans-
parency in my actions, that every dol-
L-\rwmllhdnxind.ﬁmm“\»

ings related to my duties as attorney
general will be made public and that
the decisions I make will be available
for scrutiny. As I did when I previ-
ously held office, Twill make myself
available to my constituents, as well

Rachel Terry » The state's risk
management director

Minors, like prisoners, do not have
the same absolute right to view por-

esin the past decade. I will be Utah's  nography as free adult citizens, and
attorney general, not pelitician gen-  the books in a school library should
eral. I'mi running to focus on the peo-  reflect this. I would never just blind-
ple’s work — and nothing else. ly support the actions of a school dis-
trict or school.

w #2 » Utah Attomey

General Sean Reyes’ office Terry » The attorney general’s of-
is Tim Ballard fice does not represent school dis-
and tricts unless they m’:-q?i f«vrdnirl:‘:

by the Utah Division of Ri

Raiiroad. Will your office Management. Those cases are limit-
continue that investigation? ed to claims for money damages aris-

Brown » I find the reports about
Tim Ballard and Operation Under-
ground Railroad extremely con-
cerning, I hope that the pending in-
vestigation can establish what really

and ideally bring some
lief to the victims. 1 applaud the
tions taken by the Office of the At-
torney General since these issues
first came ln quhl 'md would antic-

ing from employment, civil rights and
personal injury cases. I have person

ally represented several school dls-
tricts in civil rights claims and also

Frank Mylar » Utah attomey

Brown » I believe in defending and
upholding the law, and the concept
that no one is above the rule of law.

Terry » The decision before the Su-
preme Court raises important ques-
ak to how we under-

pod
citizens with whom they disagree?
My role as the At General will
be to uphold the ruling of the Su-
preme Court, regardless of my posi-
tion.

Question #8 » Wha* would be
your top priorities as attomey
general?

Brown » My three top objectives
as attorney general are as follows:
1) Defend Utah'’s rights and uphold
the law, especially for the most vul-
nerable, including children and
victims of crime; 2) Fight against

state election law, nrhnhm..\l] nﬂhc
statutes that govern the receipt and
reporting of campaign contributions.
Mylar » No. My

havere-

federa and overreach,
including access to Utah's public
lands; and 3) Strengthen and im-
prove the attorney general’s office
with improved management and
more for our attorneys,

ceived large donations from various
entities. One received over $100,000
from a PAC. That is just distorting
the democratic process. In an ideal
world there would be limits to make
the playing field fair so that candi-
dates cannot “buy” their way into
office.

ipaty
and then mn’full\ :mnl’\zmg the re-
sults to decide on further action Iu
be taken.

Mylar » I did not think the attorney
§ > e

2 s offic im
Ballard. who was a friend of the AG.
Any time I am a “friend” of an inves-
tigation target. I would recuse the

office and have another agency han-
dle the investigation. But if there is

an active investigation, it must be fol-
Jowed through and there is no reason

tostop it. I will tell the investigators

to seek the truth.

'hfy:lvnllml mn.ﬂur with any

as my fellow ele county lv open in the
and district attorneys, law enforce-  attorney mlk(ﬁn

ment officials and the press.

Funllvlwxﬂ&wm\lmmmvh Question #3 » Is there a
ment any changes ed by the circumstance in which your
pending axit o maiitain thehigh-  opnce would NOT defend 8
o cthical standirds possibicinthe  ausg) Saicts Becision ¥ ban

a book from a school library?

Frank Mylar » [ do not acoept money If there is, what would that
from las i nd - be?
ists and large donations from politi-
cal action comraittees. 1 come to the Brown » While Utah law does not
office not “owned” by anyone. That vban books, it does restrict
is the most important starting point. “ﬁ!\vmkfnmdﬂdm\m

Also, I wiid have an ombudsman
1o take citizen complaints about the
office, as well as a hotline for citizens
who have legal concerns about state
government and how we can help
them. There will be a requirement to

get answers to people and have roiv

chuding books that inchude prurient
or sexual content. The role of the at-
torney general is to defend state law
and, to the extent the laws passed by
the Legislature are challenged, T will
defend them and protect the children
mmrthmtt

Jow-up so that these
not go into a black hole. I will :ls)
make my work calendar public and
will make clear when I am travel-
ing on official business, for politics
or for personal reasons. I will not
charge the state for political or per-
sonal travels, etc.

that
«-arh whnnl district has their own
Jegal counse] that advises them on
how to y remove sensi-
tive materials when found in lbraries

and dassrooms so that they can com-
[i\‘ with Utah law. The Utah attorney
general’s office has some of the best
attorneys in the state, and I would

Rachel Terry » Transparencyisat  muake the office’s resources available

the heart of trust. I will hmvamn nqhvidmnﬂsmamﬂurmm
stituent services team 4 Deys in approp ng state
respond to s and concerns.  law and ensuring that age-appropri-
1 will also hlw town halls and pro-  ate materials are available to students.
vide i 50 the public knows

what the attorney general'soffice is ~ Wiylar » Of course,

doing 1 will make my calendar pub-
tic. 1 will not only improve the rela-
tionship with the public, 1 will im-
prove the relationship between
the attorney general and all stake-
holders in the state, qrh as Jegisla-
tars, schools, advocacy

depending upon
what they are banning and their

Zroups, counties, cities and others.

1 will focus solely on the work of
the attorney general’s office.  have
been a practicing attorney for 20
vears and spent 7 years working in

Senate

- MREVIOUS PAGE

closer look at Social
Security and Medicare.

Tremt Staggs » Reducing spend-
ing We can start with abolishing
the federal Department of Bduca-
tion, ending funding to the UN and
getting back to process in regands to

Congress to vote on that proposal.
This inchades a

worked with school districts asthe  Terry » Utah allows unlimited cam-

current director of the Utah Divi-  paign donations and those donations

sion of Risk Management. are disclosed — but I will not accept

As nlmmcy n-m-ml l Wi Ill work contributions w ﬂh lividuals and

with sch e in open litigation

derstand and comply \\1t!| bothstate  against the state

and federal k

spond to parents’ concems. Ifaschool  Queston #6 » Yes/No: As

district is sued for money damages, attomey general, make

the attorney general’s office will rep- mm*:xw

resent them in that litigation. tings?

#4 » YesMNo: Do Brown » Utahns deserve to know
you support and would you what their attorney general is do-
continue the state’s ongoing ing. As I have said on many occa-
Wigation against Meta and sions, even though it i not required

by state law, I will make my public

other socal media companies? bl

(Note: While the following ques-
tions were asked as a yes-or-no format.  Miylar » Yes.
stnce in most cases each candidate pro-
vided a short explanation, those an-  Verry » Yes.
swers are included below).
Brown » We have recently discov-  Question #7 » In March, the
ered that some social media com- attorney general’s office joined
panies have known about the addic- g brjef before the ULS. Supreme
tive nature of their products. Unless ¢ 5 argaing fhat fonmer
these companies are willing to take
proactive steps to limit the negative ~ President Donald Trump should
impact on our most vulnerable cit- e imemune from criminal
izens — our children — I will both ~ proseastion. Do you agree the
continue the lawsuit against Meta  president should be immune
and other companies and fight to ~ from

defend Utah's new social media kaws.
Our children's fisture s too import-
ant to not do all we can to continue
this fight

Miylar » | cannot answer that yes or
no until I have an insider’s view of
the cases. 1 need to understand what
they are trying to accomplish and
whether it is reasonable and can be
achieved. | cannot just answer yes or
10 when | am not the attorney gerer-
al and not working on that case.

Terry » Yes. It is well established
that social media is harming chil-
dren. Not only does social media im-
pact their mental health, it also al-
lows individuals and corporations to
prey on our children. 1 have worked
On numeTous cases involving sexual
abuse of children. In most of those
cases, social media was used to facil
itate the abuse. | am concerned that
another candidate in this race. Der-
ek Brown, has lobbied on behalf of
Facebook — demonstrating what 1
consider to be a clear conflict of in-
terest with the state's ongoing liti
gation. 1 have never been a lobbyist

reasons. | have litigated many First  for social media companies and do

Ammunmmﬂu‘;m~ not have any conflicts of interest on

raphy cases. There are reasons toJe-  this issue.

ally ban books, especially for minors.

Minorsdonot have the freeaccess 1o Quisston #5 » YesMNo: Should
w that the general public — attomey candidates

has. There is no justifisble reason to allowed to accept unlimited

allow minors access to harmful ma- - > '

terials, i »

and pictures. You can also, similar. 3NV donor?

Iy, ban pornography from prisoners.

‘budgeting in Congress.
Jason Walton » As a strong fiscal

needs to r=in in reckless spend
ing right now so future American
generations have the opportunity
to succeed. America needs a ba!
anced budget amendment becmse

COoODs” |

career politicians are addicted to
spending.

The sprawding federal bureancra
<y is ripe for cuts. The government
needs to go on a diet with across
the-hoard cuts. Force buresucrats
to identify excess spending and
propose smaller budgets. Congress
should tefl them how muach to cut
1 support constitutional spending
caps of 18% of gross domestic prod-
uct

Brown » Although the Constitution
does not discuss civil or criminal
immunity for the President. there is
redevant Supreme Court case law on
the matter. While rare, when the is-
of presidential immunity is an
rssue, the redevant acts should have a
strong nexus to the president’s Artic
e 11 powers.

Whether this principle applies to
the current prosecution of Trump
van only be determined in light of
facts found by the court. Howev-
«r. | strongly believe that this should
ot be a political question. 1 am con-
cerned at the alacrity with which
some prosecutors would attack a foc-
mer president in a way that may end
up politicizing our lega! svetem. Our
laws should be equally applied, and
never leveraged against political op-
ponents for gain

Mylar » This is a funny question. It

the attorney general should join in
on the issue

1do bedieve there are reasons for
presidential immunity, and that ap-
'ir«'nh"w

be frresponsible as an attorney. So
Thave to withhold judgment until |
know more solid information about

3 what was angued and the
of the anguments.

only way we're going to get spend-
ing under control at the federal lev
el isby passing o dgiet

Tive: \mhmﬁnv means h- v
tahns do every single day
1 was able

fiscal house in order and worled to

investigators. and staff.

However, none of these objec-
tives can be achieved without
first earning and keeping pub-
lic trust. As I have done through-
out my professional career, I will
work to build relationships of trust
with stakeholders and the public
through transparency, consistent
communicition, and quality legal
work.

Mylar » | Protect girls womens’
sports and bathrooms. This also
means fighting the recent Title IX
rule sent out by the President Joe
Biden. These updates gut the origi-
nal reasons for Title IX, in protect-
ing girls and women dating back to
1973. There are safety, privacy and
religious freedom issues involved
for the gitls/women that are being
overlooked.

2. Stop New York and others
from “dumping” illegal aliens into
our state. This is plain wrong and
harming Utah and must stop. The
situation at the southern boarder
is unacceptable and it is affecting
Utah. I will coordinate with law
enforcement to stop illegal aliens
from coming into our state and
will send them back to the state
from where they came. I will work
with the Legislature to achieve
these ends.

3. Fight federal encroachment
of our lands and our agencies. The
US. Department of Justice should
not be running our schools or our
prisons and jails, as they are trying
to do now. Further, cattle ranchers,
recreational pursuits and main-
taining roads and enforcing state
laws should not be obstructed by
the federal government. Huge por-
tions of land should be deeded to
the state and should not be un-
der federal control. I am talking
about land that is not part of Na-
tional Parks, etc., but the land that
is really not that pretty and there is
0o reason the federal government
should own and control it

Terry » 1 have two top priorities.
First, improving the transparency
and accountability for the attorney
general's office. 1 will have constit.
vent services and town halls so the
public knows what I am doing and
can ask me questions and hold me
accountable for my decisions.
Second, fighting federal over

reach in public lands, education
and energy. Right now. the federal
government is locking down pub-
Tic lands so they cannot be used for
agriculture, energy production or
recreation. This fight will impact
the economy and cultural hcnlm
not only for our rural counties, but
also for the entire state. Utah's cur
rent housing affordabifity challeng
es cannot be eased if the entirety of
the state’s population is forced to
five along urban corridors to find
work. Because our rural economies
and culture depend upon the land,
we need to fight the federal govern-
ment in court to make sure Utahns
continue to have access to Utah's

be good stewards of our state mon-
ey. It's that kind of fiscal respunsi-
bility we need more of in Washing-
ton. There's waste. fraud and abuse
mevery layer of government that we
need to slash immediately. Look no
further than the “COVID" legisla-
tion and the “Inflation Reduction
Act” that were filled with waste on
Green New Deal projects and hand-
outs to golf courses and huxery re-
sorts. Those are exsy places to start



